
ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 A Candlelight Service of Lessons and Carols 

7:00 P.M.                               Christmas Eve                        December 24, 2017 
PRELUDE 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP             Pastor Carlos 
Do not be afraid, for see – I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people. 
To you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 
 
*HYMN                                           “O Come, All Ye Faithful”                      UMH 234, vs. 1, 3, 6 
 
LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE  
 
THE BIDDING PRAYER 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
OFFERING  
   Offertory        “Away In a Manger”                                                        Olivia Hall 
 *Offering Response           UMH 221, v. 4 
  What can I give him, poor as I am? 
  If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; 
  if I were a Wise Man, I would do my part; 
  yet what I can I give him: give my heart. 
                                                          
FIRST LESSON                                   Genesis 3:8-15, 17-19         Ilona Hagen 
God announces in the Garden of Eden Adam and Eve’s punishment for their rebellion and that the 
seed of woman shall bruise the serpent’s head. 
 
CAROL      “Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus”                                          UMH 196 
       
SECOND LESSON                      Genesis 22:15-18      Frank Renaud 
God promises to Abraham that by his descendants all the nations of the earth will obtain blessings. 
 
CAROL                                     “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”                           UMH 211, vs. 1, 7 
 
THIRD LESSON                         Isaiah 9:2, 6-7                                                  Susan Brown 
The prophet announces the birth of a king to a people in darkness. 
 
Carol                                    “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming”                                          UMH 216 
 

FOURTH LESSON                          Micah 5:2-5a                                       Karl Voigt 
The King is coming who will usher in a reign of justice and peace for all of God’s creation. 
 
CAROL                                                    “O Little Town of Bethlehem”                        UMH 230, vs. 1, 2 
 
FIFTH LESSON                     Luke 1:26-35, 38                                                 David Otero 
The angel Gabriel announces to the virgin Mary that she will give birth to God’s promised Son, 
whose kingdom will never end. 
 
CAROL                                                       “To a Maid Engaged to Joseph”                          UMH 215, 1-2, 6 
 
SIXTH LESSON                Luke 2:1-7                                     Billie Jean Peeples 
Against a backdrop of emperors and taxes, Jesus is born. 
 
CAROL                                                                   “The First Noel”                                              UMH 245, v.1 
 
SEVENTH LESSON                                           Luke 2:8-16                                Todd Peeples 
The shepherds go to see the Savior of the world and find him lying in a manger.  
 
CAROL                                                          “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly”                                       UMH 229 
 
EIGHTH LESSON                                        Matthew 2:1-11                                             Danielle Voigt 
The wise men follow a star to find the child Jesus, the King of the Jews. 
 
CAROL                                                                  “We Three Kings”                                         UMH 254, v. 1, 5 
 
NINTH LESSON                                           John 1:1-14                               Zachary Schoenheide 
John unfolds the great mystery of the Incarnation.  
 
*CAROL                                              “Silent Night, Holy Night”                                       UMH 239 
As we sing, the pastor will take the light from the Christ Candle and light the ushers’ candles. They 
will then light the candle on the end of each pew. Once your candle is lit hold it high in the air. 
 
(Extinguish candles) 
 
*BENEDICTION                                                                                                                        Pastor Carlos 
May Jesus Christ, who by his incarnation gathered into One things earthly and heavenly, fill you 
with the sweetness of inward peace and goodwill; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, 
the Son and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you always. Amen. 
 
Go forth in peace and joy. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 



                      

           

        
 *EXIT HYMN                                    “Joy to the World”                                          UMH 246 
 
 Joy to the world, the Lord is come!  
 Let earth receive her King;  
 let every heart prepare him room,  
 and heaven and nature sing,  
 and heaven and nature sing,  
 and heaven and nature sing.  
 
 Joy to the world, the Savior reigns!  
 Let all their songs employ;  
 while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains  
 repeat the sounding joy,  
 repeat the sounding joy,  
 repeat the sounding joy.  
 
 No more let sins and sorrows grow,  
 nor thorns infest the ground;  
 he comes to make his blessings flow  
 far as the curse is found,  
 far as the curse is found,  
 far as the curse is found.  
 
 He rules the world with truth and grace,  
 and makes the nations prove  
 the glories of his righteousness,  
 and wonders of his love,  
 and wonders of his love,  
 and wonders of his love. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(*) All who are able, please stand            UMH -The United Methodist Hymnal 
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